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Basic Demography
 Population growth and composition are 
driven by
 Fertility
 Migration (international and interstate)
 Mortality
 Complex inter-relationship between the 
above
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Standard ABS Series B population projection is that 
the State’s population will go into long-term decline 
within 25 years
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Population debate is about
 What kind of society we want
 What kind of lifestyle we want
 Where we want to live
 What value we place on cultural 
diversity
 What types of jobs we want
 What balance we want between 
younger and older people
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Population Challenge for 
South Australia
 Declining population =
 declining economy
 less competitive business environment
 restricted variety and choice of products 
and services
 diminished ability to influence national 
government and non-government forums
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Population Challenge for 
South Australia (cont)
 Acting alone State Government has 
limited control
 Decisions are a matter of individual 
choice
 Trends are driven by economic and 
market forces
 Many policy levers are controlled by the 
Australian Government
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South Australia’s current 
challenges
 Increasing imbalance between working age 
and dependent older population
 Net loss of young people, especially skilled 
young people
 Sustained low fertility and continued ageing 
could create an age structure with a 
momentum for population decline – economic 
and social consequences
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Australia and South Australia : Rate of 
Population Growth per Annum, 1947-2002










































































Note: data are for calendar years
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Current demographic trends in 
South Australia (2002)
 Low and declining fertility (TFR* 1.7)
 Low share of national migrant intake (4.2%)
 Outflow of young, educated, high income 
professionals interstate (approx 1,500)
 Population ageing (SA ‘oldest’ of all States 
and Territories – SA median age 37.9 
compared to 35.9 nationally)
* Total Fertility Rate indicates approximately the completed total number of 
children women are having on average at a particular time
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Geographic distribution of South 
Australia’s population
 Overwhelmingly concentrated in 
Adelaide
 Strong growth in towns within 
commuting distance of Adelaide and 
towns with intensive industries
 ‘Sea change’ retirement migration
 Decline in Upper Spencer Gulf and non-
coastal towns
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What is a Population Policy?
 should be a comprehensive set of 
objectives, strategies and actions 
intended to influence population 
growth, size, distribution and 
composition, while supporting the 
community’s broader economic, social 
and environmental objectives
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Objectives of a State Population 
Policy
 Support economic and social initiatives
 Environmental sustainability
 Social justice
 Achieve a balanced age structure
 Increase or stabilise fertility
 Reduce net interstate migration loss
 Increase intake of overseas migrants
 Lift the skill level of the whole population 
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Objective of South Australia’s 
Population Policy
 To build a skilled, prosperous and 
sustainable South Australia that 
supports its people in their career, 
lifestyle and settlement choices
 Requires joint government, business 
and community action
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